AGENDAITEM 5

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT HOUSING AND NEIGHBOURHOODS

ORIGINATING SECTION : PUBLIC PROTECTION SERVICE

REPORT TO : LICENSING COMMITTEE 03.02.10

TITLE:  REVIEW OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE TESTING
REGIME

1. PURPOSE

To inform Members of proposed changes to the private hire and hackney
carriage vehicle testing regime.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

That Members note the report and forward comments in respect of the
proposed testing regime to the Executive Member

3. KEY ISSUES

The current testing regime was introduced in April 2007, and with the current
economic climate, it is considered an appropriate time for a review of the
regime.

The main issues raised by the trade were the:

4 monthly tests. (4 month certificates are issued to vehicles over 7 years of
age that fail on two or more safety related items).

The bodywork items that can constitute a fail in the supplement testing
manual ( the manual is the standard that all private hire and hackney carriage
vehicles are tested to over and above the national M.O.T standards).

Requests were also made for free retests and an extension of the age limits
that are currently in place.

4. RATIONALE

A focus group consisting of members of the trade, council officers and the
Chair and Vice Chair of Licensing met in November.2010 to discuss the
concerns of the trade with the current system and their requests. A letter of
consultation was sent to all the operators and trade representatives
requesting their proposals for the manual and the frequency of testing.

The responses to the consultation can be found at appendices 1a— 1b I )



The draft proposals that can be found at appendix 2a and 2b and were
placed before the Taxi forum on 25" January 2011 and their comments will
be presented to Members at the committee meeting.

The main proposal is to abolish the 4 monthly tests for all vehicles over 7
years of age and to relax the bodywork standards in the supplement testing
manual.

In order to maintain public safety standards it is proposed to introduce a
periodic system of safety checks, whereby vehicle owners will be requested
to present their vehicles for a full safety inspection at a specified date and
time at the motor vehicle testing station. Vehicles will be selected at random
by using the public protection’s licensing database.

5. POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The review of the testing regime is a policy matter and should therefore be
considered by the Executive Member.

The expertise of the Licensing Committee in this area of work is recognised,
The Licensing Committee should consider the proposed the testing regime

their observations will be forwarded to the Executive Member as part of the
consultation process.

6. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The proposals have been considered as part of the budgetary process, the
abolition of the 4 monthly tests would benefit the vehicle owners who have
vehicles over 7 years old.

7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no legal implications of introducing the guidelines, provided the
correct procedures are followed

8. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS

None



9. CONSULTATIONS

As detailed in the body of the report, the trade have been consulted via letter
and the taxi forums held in October 2010 and January 2011.

10 . CONTACT OFFICER

Donna Riding — Principal Licensing Officer
Telephone 01254 222505
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Appendix la

Hello Donna,

As you know, My opinions are as an owner driver and I have asked some other owner
drivers their opinions for the feedback that you requested. I do NOT represent any
operator's views!

1. The age limit.

It seems to be a general view that very few owner drivers would keep their cars more
than 10 years even if it was introduced. We like to drive decent cars for ourselves and our
families.

The problem would be with Operators who only buy cars as private hire cars. Their
thought would only be profit, so would tend to buy the cheapest cars possible.

This would, in my opinion, would lead to "Rattletrap Taxis" headlines in the Telegraph.

If, however, it is brought in, I think that at initial test a car should be less than ten years
old and 4 month tests to make sure that they are safe for the public.

2. The 4 plus 2 Test.

I've never seen the point for this, so I think it should be dropped to make it a straight 6
months.

3. Appearance i.e. scatches and rust scabs etc.

In 2007 I think that we did enough concessions on this. Any more consessions will only
be a backwards step. The present fleet of private hire cars in Blackburn look the better
than I can

remember. Do we really want it to go back to the 90's or 80's. I don't think so.
Regards.
lan Goodliffe.



APPENDIX | |H

Donna Riding

Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council
Town Hall

Blackburn

BB1 7DY

11" November 2010

Dear Donna Riding,

Further to the focus meeting that was held and the recommendations that we made. We would like to
formally ask to consider that there should only be 6 Monthly licenses and that there should not be a
charge for a retest.

As per the discussions there & lot of referring to other cities and their testing procedure. However, we
would like to take this opportunity to point that the Manchester City Council was one that was referred to
about different way they carry out procedures and tests. In the discussions Preston City Council was
mentioned but neither of the Councils has 4 months license but only 6 months licenses and a fiee re-tests.
At this current very difficult financial time nationally and also the redevelopment of the town centre it is
very difficult to sustain ourselves if there is no help or a fairer way for our trade.

We would like to make it very clear that we would not cornpromise our safety and especially the safety of
our customers but what we are saying is that the hackney carriage trade is very different to private hire as
each of the 60 plus drivers own their little business and each driver drives their own unigue vehicle so
there is more passion, pride and commitment towards their work.

Thope that you will consider our points with sympathy and take this forward favorably, please do not
hesitate to contact me if you need any further information and assistance.

Yours faithfully,

Mohammed Younis
Chairman
Blackburn with Darwen Hackney Carriage Association
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Draft Proposals for the Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Testing Regime.

Current Testing Regime :
Vehicles aged 1-3 years require 1 test per year.
Vehicles aged 3-7 years require 2 tests per year.

Private hire vehicles aged 7-10 years require 3 tests per year (unless vehicle
passes 1% test with less than 2 safety related faults)

Hackney Carriage vehicles aged 7-15 years require 3 tests per year (unless vehicle
passes 1% test with less than 2 safety related faults)

Proposed Testing Regime

Abolish the 4 monthly tests for all vehicles aged over 7 years

Private hire vehicles aged 7-10 years will require 2 tests per year

Hackney Carriage Vehicles aged 7-15 years will require 2 tests per year.

A scheme of “periodic inspections” will be introduced, whereby: vehicle owners will
be required to take their vehicles to the testing station for a full safety inspection.

The vehicles will be chosen randomly by our IT system. No Vehicles will be
requested for more than one periodic inspection in any one year.

It is proposed that vehicle owners will be given 48 hrs notice of the periodic
inspection, and failure to present the vehicle without genuine reason may result in
formal action being instigated against the vehicle owner.

NB. The request for free retests cannot be accommodated at this time with the
current economic climate.
The request to extend the age limit for private hire vehicles is not consistent with the

Councils overall aims to improve the quality of vehicles operating within the
borough.

’ 1’7/
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APPEALS PROCEDURE

If a vehicle proprietor is dissatisfied with the decision of a vehicle examiner to refuse to
issue a test certificate in respect of a vehicle and the item(s), which are found to be
defective, has/have been inspected in accordance with the Ministry of Transport Inspection
Manual for Far and Light Commercial Vehicle Testing, then the appeal shall be in
accordance with Regulation 18(1) of the Motor Vehicles (Test) Regulations 1981 which
states:

A person to whom a notice of the refusal of a test certificate has been issued may appeal to
the Secretary of State and, save as may be otherwise permitted by the Secretary of State,
any such appeal shall —

(a) be on a form approved by the Secretary of State and contain the particulars
required by that form;

(b) be sent to the office of any traffic area within 14 days from the date of the said
notice.
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